Summary of the Business Constituency Meeting 

held on march 7th 2000 in cairo
Participants

Jonathan Cohen, ICANN Director, Andrew McLaughlin, ICANN

Other constituencies’ representatives: Caroline Chicoine IPR, Mike Kirk and David Tatham IPC, 
Aly Amis, James Baskin, Marilyn Cade, François Colignon, Roger. Cochetti, Rosa Delgado, Antony de Breed, Jürgen Eder, Mohamed Elmeteiny, Gu Garyang, Chuck Gomes, Hairon Haugnes, Erick Iriarte Amon, Maca Jamin, Masanobu Katoh, Carl Krasnor, Jean-François Lavignon, Nancy Jamison, Kymg Kuen Lee, John Lewis, Eric Menge, Lars-Odin Methemseter, Hélène Ramonatxo, Ahmad Khaled Sallem, Philip Sheppard, Teresa Sobnivield, Christine Strunz, Glen St Géry, Bill Washburn, Russel Yanda, Jerry Yap, 

___________________________

Philip Sheppard and Masanobu Katoh co-chaired this meting 

Two items were added to the Agenda:

- ccTLDs 

- At-large membership 

____________________________

I. outreach session

1.1 presentation of the BC

Ph. Sheppard gave a presentation of BC objectives and activities to potential members participating in the meeting. A BC brief and application form were handed out.

ii. Budget and Business Plan for the BC

2.1 M. Katoh presented the budget comprising two parts:

· part one covering activities the BC members voted for when voting for the professional secretariat

· part two(added after the LA meeting) including NC representatives travel costs to the ICANN meetings and contingency (including DNSO costs)

The following reductions to the budget were agreed:

 -Conference calls costs were halved, 

 -Translation costs were removed. (Translations wil be done by members pro bono) 

Actions

· the adopted suggestions will be included in a new version of the provisional budget

                                                                                                                      M. Jamin

- this new version will be sent to the NC representatives for review and then to the BC members for comment and approval

                                                                                                                      M. Jamin

The meeting expressed concern on the slow collection of fees and urged members to settle their fees as soon as possible.

                                                                                                                      BC members

The constituency has a pending debt of 5000$ to the DNSO. This debt will be settled once sufficient funds to cover BC liabilities are received.
                                                                                                                    Secretariat, Treasurer

2.2 Fees task force

As for the year 1999 the fee is 720 Euros to be collected from around 100 members.

Ph. Sheppard showed a slide describing the BC membership by sector, which is relevant for outreach activities and fee restructuring.

An agreement was reached to have scaled fees in order to widen the appeal of membership SMEs and small national associations. It was agreed that outreach work to SMEs would concentrate on industry associations and chambers of commerce.

The following structure was agreed:

	Category
	Type of organisation
	Fee
	Votes

	category 1


	global company/association
	750 Euros
	3 votes

	category 2
	domestic /one region association
	500 Euros
	2 votes

	category 3


	SME*)
	100 Euros
	1 vote


*The meeting adopted a definition for an SME as a company of less than 100 employees AND a turnover of less than $1million. (After the meeting this definition was checked against international definitions used in the US, EU and Asia Pacific and is an appropriate compromise.)

2.3 Membership criteria

. A proposed text on membership criteria [link] was approved and will be sent to all members

                                                                                                                               M. Jamin

2.4 At large Membership (Board resolutions [link] & BC talking prints presented at the Public Forum [link])

The At-large membership structure has been on the ICANN Agenda for some time. It was discussed at the meeting in Los Angeles. The Marple Foundation funded a study of the ICANN at large election conducted over three months by Common Cause, the Center for Democracy and Technology and the Carter Foundation.

Authors of the study spoke to the meeting on their findings (the secretariat has a paper copy of the report). They stressed the importance for BC members to take part in the discussions. Several BC members participated in a lunch meeting before a public hearing that took place on Thursday.

Key questions raised were:

- Capture

- Direct or indirect election?

- Wide democratic representation of the Internet community

- the achievable of the election objectives given the tight time-scale

2.5 Procedure Guidelines [link]

To the original text drafted by David Fares and adopted in Los Angeles, were added two paragraphs proposed by John Lewis, to define the procedure during the formal voting process.

Action

The present proposal will be refined. 

It was recommended to be flexible as to delays, quorum and decisive majority to be worked out based on the new voting structure.

                                                                   Th. Swinehart, M Katoh, Ph. Sheppard, J. Lewis

A final version will be sent out for comment.

                                                                                                     M. Jamin

3. Reports from the WG rapporteurs

3.1 Agenda items on ‘Famous Names’ and the ‘Creation of new gTLDs’ (ICANN Board resolution [link]) - were discussed simultaneously. 

On invitation, D. Tatham on behalf of the IPC, presented a paper outlining a proposal to establish priority protection for famous trademarks. This would be achieved by creating a list of famous trademarks that would be referenced by Registrars. The paper comprises the following chapters:


Executive summary including the IPC request


Definition of famous trademarks


Subjective criteria


Scope of protection


The process for granting/denying famous mark protection

The application for famous mark protection


Costs of proceedings

Based on the IPC proposal, Ph. Sheppard outlined a possible road map towards the creation of new gTLDs with distinct phases being: 

Phase 1:  - Rigorous testing of the UDRP

                 - Possible introduction of the famous name list and priority registration

Phase 2:  - Subject to the completion of phase 1, the introduction of new gTLDs subject to the set of eight principles outlined in the Sheppard /Kleiman proposal previously posted to the BC list

. J. Lewis gave an overview of the discussions that took place on WG C report aimed at reaching a consensus within the BC:

Action:

Ph. Sheppard and J. Lewis will draft a new paper on required steps towards new gTLDs, incorporating the concern of well-known trademarks and taking into account the discussions that took place in this meeting. 

This paper will be sent out for comment.                                              Ph. Sheppard, J. Lewis

3.2 Feedback from WG D 

None 

3.3 Feedback from WGE (Outreach)

B. Washburn briefed the meeting on proposed actions on outreach.

4. Business Constituency and ICANN

A. McLaughlin briefed the meeting on the ICANN agenda


At large membership


ccTLDs 


creation of new gTLDs

He stressed the importance of BC input. In his view all TLDs have something in common and the outcome of this meeting and other ICANN work, is important for the future development of Internet.

